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Imperial Valley Regional Chamber of Commerce
Westmorland Honey Festival - Essay Contest

BEE The BEST You! BEE Healthy. BEE Positive. BEE Kind.  

The Westmorland Honey Festival is hosting an essay contest sponsored by SDSU Imperial Valley 
for students grades 2-12, as well as students attending SDSU Imperial Valley or IVC. 

The theme is BEE the BEST You—BEE Healthy. BEE Positive. BEE Kind.  
We want to hear about ways you are healthy, positive and kind or  about someone you know in 

the Imperial Valley who inspires you for the ways they are healthy, positive and kind!

JUDGING:  
The essay’s will be judged by The Honey Festival Committee as well as select teacher’s from around the 
Imperial Valley. Focus will be on use of the theme and will use the attached rubric (note there are two 
different rubrics grades 2-4 and grades 5-12/college).    

AWARDS: November 20, 2021 starting at 12:30am: Westmorland Honey Festival Main Stage  
1st place will be awarded a plaque and gift certificate to one female “Queen Bee” and one male “King Bee” in each
grade band:  Grades 2-4 ($50 prize), 5-8 ($100 prize), 9-12 ($150 prize), college ($200).  One winner from each grade 
band will be asked to read their essay at the festival upon receiving their award.  

RULES:  
Grades 2-4: Essays may be typed or hand-written and should be a minimum of one paragraph long. 
Grades 5-8: Essays must be typed single spaced, between one and two pages but not exceed two pages.  Grades 
9-12: Essays must be typed single spaced, between one and two pages but not exceed two pages.
College Students: Essays must be typed single spaced, between one and two pages but not exceed two pages.

HOW TO ENTER: 
- Complete essay and email to info@barismith.com OR mail to:

Imperial Valley Regional Chamber of Commerce, 1095 S 4th Street, El Centro, CA 92243

- Essay should include a cover page with the following information:
§ Title, Author Name, Queen Bee  or   King Bee  (write only one)
§ School Name, Grade
§ Parent Name and Parent Phone Number (for entrants under 18)

DEADLINE: 
Essay must be received by November 15, 2021

A Special Thank You
to Our Essay Contest

Title Sponsor

QUESTIONS:
Contact: Bari Smith Bean at info@barismith.com



ESSAY WRITING RUBRIC GRADES 2-4
2021 Honey Festival 

Theme The essay uses the 
theme perfectly 
and remains on 
topic throughout.

The essay uses the 
theme well but 
goes o� topic 
some.

The essay does 
not talk about the 
theme. 

SCORE

EACH SCORER WILL CHOOSE THEIR OVERALL FAVORITE ESSAY
IN EACH GRADE BAND & GIVE THAT ESSAY 2 BONUS POINTS. 

IF FAVORITE ESSAY
ADD 2 BONUS POINTS

TOTAL SCORE

SCORER’S NAME



2021 Honey Festival ESSAY WRITING RUBRIC GRADES 5-12/College

EACH SCORER WILL CHOOSE THEIR OVERALL FAVORITE ESSAY
IN EACH GRADE BAND & GIVE THAT ESSAY 2 BONUS POINTS. 

IF FAVORITE ESSAY
ADD 2 BONUS POINTS

TOTAL SCORE
SCORER’S NAME

SCORE
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